THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE
ELEMENTARY

PARENT BULLETIN
November 23, 2011

Dear Parents & Grandparents:

Our Word of the Week is THANKFULNESS

Thankfulness is the Key to Happiness \
By Mrs. Mary Los Bafios, President

When we are thankful for all that God has provided for us, we feel
contented and happy. We are no longer striving to obtain more and
more; rather, we are sharing with others in need.

We are thankful for the beauty of Creation that points our hearts to Jesus
the Good Shepherd; the Shepherd that laid down His life for His sheep.

I am thankful that God provided The Children’s House to share His love with the children of
Hawaii. It gives me great happiness.

Let us open our eyes to see what beautiful gifts we have received and say a simple prayer of
thanks.

.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!

.

11/24 & 11/25 NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Holiday

11/27, Sunday Advent Season begins

12/14, Wednesday Last day for all students before Christmas break
12/15 — 1/3/2012 Christmas vacation for all students

1/4/2012, Wednesday All students return to school

Visit our website at www.childrenshousehawaii.org



http://www.childrenshousehawaii.org/

Thank you to all our caring families for your donation of canned food
items. All canned goods collected at today’s special Thanksgiving
assembly will be donated to Our Lady of Good Counsel Church here in
Pearl City. They will in turn distribute the canned goods to families in
need so that they may enjoy a warm and nourishing meal this holiday
season. It is through your kind act of giving that we are reminded how
amazing God’s love truly is and how powerful His love is when we share
it with others.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 AM IN THE PAVILION

Christmas Programs begin next week Thursday, December 1%. Our children have been
practicing diligently at rehearsals and are looking forward to singing their Christmas carols
especially for you. All parents, grandparents, aunties, and uncles are invited. A reminder that all
students should wear their regular school uniform as the attire for this year’s Christmas
Programs. The schedule is as follows:

12/1, Thursday Christmas Program for Pod 4

12/2, Friday Christmas Program for Pod 1 @) 5 ) ﬁ
12/5, Monday Christmas Program for Pod 2 LE}/QV’_)’Q{\
12/6, Tuesday Christmas Program for Pod 3 /¥ W, "\
12/7, Wednesday Christmas Program for Pod 7A A v 5¥[\ NER
12/8, Thursday Christmas Program for Pod 7B \/\\\( ) ) /
12/9, Friday Christmas Program for Pod 6 (Grades 1-2) /\,, / \ LN\
12/12, Monday Christmas Program for Pod 5 (Grades 3-6) /

After your child’s Christmas Program, parents have the
option to take their child out of school to spend a special
day together in preparation for the holiday season.

COOKIES FOR ADMISSION TO OUR CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS

Immediately following your child’s Christmas Program, you are invited to enjoy
cookies and special punch served with love at our Cookie Party under the canopy.

Admission to our Christmas Programs is one dozen cookies per family; please do not bring more
than a dozen cookies. You may send your cookies to school with your child in the morning.
Please be sure to check the ingredients section on all packages to make certain there are no
nuts or peanuts. This includes peanuts, peanut butter, walnuts, macadamia nuts, etc. since some
of our children are highly allergic to nuts. You may be surprised to see what may look like
pretty decorated sugar cookies actually contains “nut products” under the ingredients section.
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HELP WANTED FOR PARKING & REFRESHMENTS

We are still in need of volunteers to help in our parking lot and with
refreshments for each day of Christmas programs. If you are able to help,
please call or come to our office to sign-up. Please do not sign up to
volunteer on the day of your child’s Christmas program so that you may
enjoy your child’s program in its entirety. We are in need of help on the
following dates:

Parking Refreshment
Program day for: Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed
12/1, Thursday Pod 4 3 1
12/2, Friday Pod 1 3 0
12/5, Monday Pod 2 2 0
12/6, Tuesday Pod 3 3 2
12/7, Wednesday Pod 7A 4 1
12/8, Thursday Pod 7B 4 3
12/9, Friday Pod 6 (Grades 1-2) 3 3
12/12, Monday Pod 5 (Grades 3-6) 4 3

POD 5 STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT THE DANGERS OF SMOKING
Article written by: Jessica Le and Noa Moniz, Grade 5

The teachers of Pod 5 wanted to show their students what smoking can do to
your lungs. On November 16" the students learned this from a
demonstration by Mr. Muraoka on the green top. He used an empty
detergent bottle and lit a cigarette at the top. When asked by sixth grader
Michael Llanos, “Mr. Muraoka, aren’t you polluting the air by doing that?”
Mr. Muraoka replied, “Although it’s creating pollution, I’'m trying to show
32 children how smoking can be damaging to their lungs.” Now, after seeing
what smoking could do to their lungs, the students are now convinced that
they do not want to smoke and do not want to be around second-hand smoke.
Together we can end smoking forever! (More photos on page 4.)




ELEMENTARY PARENTS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!

Motivating Your Child

Show your elementary schooler the effects of persistence

It's wonderful for kids to be talented and smart, but research shows it's just as important to be
persistent.

Pushing forward--even when it's tough--is a key to success. Whether your child is naturally
persistent or gives up easily, it helps to:

« Break big goals into small parts. If your child is determined to get an A in math, support
him by discussing steps. How exactly will he reach his goal? Help him develop a
reasonable plan.

o Enjoy the process. Sure, it feels great to see an A on a report card, but it also feels great
to study hard and do well on a test, quiz or project. Even better, it feels great to learn!
Talk with your child about his accomplishments and what makes them worthwhile.

o Discuss persistence. How has persistence already helped your child? Maybe he learned
to ride a bike or play an instrument. What new challenge can he tackle now?

e Compliment your child's hard work--not just the end results. If he falls short of a goal,
that's okay, as long as he tried.

Reprinted with permission from the December 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School
Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: C. Jett, "Developing
Persistence in Children: A Guide for Parents,” SelfGrowth.com, www.selfgrowth.com/articles/developing-
persistence-in-children-a-guide-for-parents.

God Bless. May you and your family have a blessed
Thanksgiving!

The Children’s House Administration



http://www.selfgrowth.com/articles/developing-persistence-in-children-a-guide-for-parents
http://www.selfgrowth.com/articles/developing-persistence-in-children-a-guide-for-parents

ADVENT WREATH

Each year at this time we prepare our Advent Wreath, a
tradition here at The Children's House--a tradition that you
may wish to incorporate into your Christmas celebration.

The liturgy of the Advent Wreath and the symbolic lighting
of the candles prepares our hearts for the coming of the
Christ Child. Lighting the Advent Candles is an old custom.
Traditionally, a large wreath was suspended from the ceiling ;
and on each Sunday of Advent a candle was lighted and placed on the wreath. Tradltlon suggested that three
candles are purple, representing our need for forgiveness and longing for the coming Savior. The fourth candle
is pink, symbolizing joy--joy at the birth of our Savior. Here at The Children’s House we use a table wreath,
and we sometimes use four red candles. We add a large white candle in the center to light on Christmas Eve.
The wreath is a ring of evergreens symbolizing eternal life.

This is a suggested liturgy....

First Sunday or first week in December
Today is the first Sunday of Advent. It is the season each year for preparing our hearts and homes for the
coming of Christmas to celebrate Jesus' birth.

The First Candle is Lighted

As we light our first Advent candle, the Prophets' candle, this candle reminds us of the prophets, those special
persons who spoke God's word to the people during the hundreds of years before Jesus was born. The prophets
told the people what God was going to do, and they instructed the people on how to get ready. Over and over,
the prophets warned the people to obey God. (Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 6)

Second Sunday or second week in December
Relight the Prophet candle and light the second candle
As we light our second candle, the Bethlehem candle, let us remember Joseph and Mary journeying to
Bethlehem searching for a room where they could spend the night.  (Reading: Luke 2: 1-7)

Third Sunday or third week in December
Relight the Prophet candle, Bethlehem candle and the third candle
The third candle, the Shepherds' candle, reminds us of what the shepherds did. First the shepherds listened and
obeyed the angels even though they were very afraid. Then they saw Jesus and believed. The most important
reason why we remember the shepherds and give them a special candle is because of what they did next; they
told all that had happened to them.  (Reading: Luke 2: 8-18)

Fourth Sunday or fourth week in December

All four candles are lighted
The fourth candle, the angels' candle, reminds us of the angels that appeared to Mary and later to the shepherds.
The angels sang songs of praise to God to the shepherds in their fields.  (Reading: Luke 2: 10-15)

Christmas Eve
The first four candles are relighted. Then, the Tall Christ Candle is lighted.
The Christ candle out shines all the others for it reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world. Where His light
shines, there is no darkness.  (Reading : John 1: 4, 5, 14)
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